The content of this letter emphasizes the "National" in the National Association of Medical Examiners; namely, updates on activities concerning forensic pathology at federal agencies and a preview of our national meeting in September.
The National Commission on Forensic Science (NCFS) has met and is organizing itself. The Commission has formed a Medicolegal Death Investigation subcommittee, headed by Commission members Vince DiMaio and John Fudenberg. NAME was asked to recommend a representative, and NAME Executive Vice-President Kurt Nolte has been recommended and approved as a member of this subcommittee. Other subcommittee members are Steve Clark, Frank De-Paolo, Brian Elias, Randy Hanzlick, Elias Kontanis, and Victor Weedn.
Meanwhile, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has accepted applications for its Organization of Scientific Area Committees (OSAC). The application process for inaugural positions within the OSAC closed May 11, 2014. According to their newsletter (available at http://www.nist.gov/forensics/osac-051414.cfm), NIST received over 1,300 applications for nearly 600 positions within OSAC. At least 59 of those applications came from NAME members. NAME's members would participate on either the Crime Scene/Death Investigation Scientific Area Committee (15 members) or on the Medical/Legal Death Investigation Subcommittee (20-25 members). In addition, NIST will appoint one NAME member to the Forensic Science Standards Board, which oversees the entire Organization of Scientific Area Commit-tees. NAME cannot expect to hold every seat on the SAC and its subcommittee, but NAME has provided a generous number of members for NIST to appoint to these committees. I thank all those who took time to apply for consideration by NIST. NIST anticipates making appointments and holding its first meeting of the entire OSAC late in 2014 or early in 2015.
By the time the next issue of Academic Forensic Pathology arrives, the 2014 NAME annual meeting will be upon us. NAME received 115 abstract submissions for Portland, Oregon. NIST has in-dicated that it wishes to make a presentation to NAME in Portland, and members of the National Institute of Justice also wish to attend and present to NAME on research opportunities for NAME members. Professional interaction is a mark of a viable, active place within a community, both for individuals and for societies. The Portland meeting promises to be an important nexus for all that is happening in forensic pathology, a nexus for individuals, for NAME as a scientific society, and for NAME as it moves from the past to the future. I hope to see you there.
